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WHAT IS CLAIMED IS: 

1. A data communication system comprising : 

a) a first device for holding a/control panel for 
providing a predetermined operation /environment ; 

b) a second device for displaying the control 
panel; and 

c) an operation device fo£ operating the control 
panel displayed by said seconca device; 

wherein said first device changes the control 
panel based on sfcTid operat: 



/on device 



2. A system actord^ng to claim 1, wherein the 
control panel incWes /at least an image information 
corresponding to a predetermined operation. 

3. A system q/bcording to claim 1, wherein said 
first device changes the control panel based on at 
least one of the /position, size and shape of an 
operation key provided in said operation device. 

4. A system according to claim 1, wherein said 
operation device executes remote control of the control 
panel displaced by said second device. 



25 5. a/ system according to claim 1, wherein said 

operatiory device and said second device execute 
wireless/ communication . 



- 38 - 



/ 



6. A system according to claim 1, wherein said 
second device transmits an operation on the ^control 
panel to said first device. 
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7. A system according to claim 6, Wherein said 
first device executes control so as to change the 
control panel displayed by said second/ device, 
according to an operation on the conyrol panel . 

8. A system according to, clAim 1, wherein said 
second device and said first de^vi/be communicate through 
a digital interface. 
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9 . A system according 
digital interface is ba^d o^j 



claim 1, wherein said 
the IEEE1394 standard. 
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10. A data communication apparatus comprising: 

a) holding means fox holding a control panel for 
providing a predetermined operation environment; 

b) changing means /for changing the control panel 
based on an operation device for operating the control 
panel displayed on an /external device; and 

c) transmission means for transmitting the 
control panel to sayi external device. 

11. An apparatus according to claim 10, wherein 
the control panel / includes at least an image 
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information corresponding to a predetermined operation. 

12. An apparatus according to claim 10, wherein 
said changing means changes the conttol panel based on 
at least one of a position, size ar/d shape of an 
operation key provided in said operation device, 

13, An apparatus according to claim 10, wherein 
said operation device executes /remote control of a 
control panel displayed by saifd second device - 



14. An apparitu^V acco 
comprising recepticfln me^ 
on the control panel\ f rc\m /s 



'ding to claim 10, further 
for receiving an operation 
aid external device. 



15. An apparatus according to claim 14, wherein 
control is executed so as to change the control panel 
displayed by said second device, according to an 
operation on the control panel . 

16. An apparatus according to claim 10, wherein 
said transmission means is a digital interface. 



17. An apparatus according to claim 16, wherein 
25 said digital interface is based on the IEEE1394 
standard. 
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18. A control method for controlling a data 
communication apparatus holding a contrpl panel for 
providing a predetermined operation environment, the 
method comprising: / 

a) a changing step of changing the control panel, 
based on an operation device for operating the control 
panel displayed on an external device; and 

b) a transmission step of /transmitting the 
control panel to said external/device . 

19. A method according/ to claim 18, wherein said 
control panel inblud^fe at tLfeast an image information 
corresponding to\a predetermined operation. 

20. A method acfcefyding to claim 18, wherein said 
changing step changes the control panel based on at 
least one of a position, size and shape of an operation 
key provided in said /operation device. 

21. A method according to claim 18, wherein said 
operation device executes remote control of the control 
panel displayed b#- said second device. 



22. A method according to claim 18, further 
comprising a reception step of receiving an operation 
on the control/ panel from said external device. 



- 41 - 



23. A method according to claim 22, /wherein 
control is executed so as to change the /control panel 
displayed by said second device, according to an 
operation on the control panel . 

24. A method according to clafim 18, wherein said 
diqital interface is based on the/IEEE1394 standard. 



25. A data communication/ /apparatus comprising: 

a) transmission litems f<6'r transmitting 
information relating to aANiperation device for 
operating a control p^nel^^oviding a predetermined 
operation environment to an external device holding the 
control panel ; and 

b) display control' means for displaying the 
control panel transmitted from said external device on 
a display device. 



26. An apparayfcus according to claim 25, wherein 
said control panel/ is provided with at least an image 
information corresponding to a predetermined operation. 



27. An apparatus according to claim 25, wherein 
said information relating to said operation device 
indicates at Least one of a position, size and shape of 
an operation &ey provided in said operation device. 
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28. An apparatus according to claim 2:5, wherein 
said operation device executes remote con/fcrol of the 
control panel . 

29. An apparatus according to claim 25, wherein 
said transmission means transmits an/ operation on the 
control panel to said external device. 
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30. An apparatus according /to claim 29, wherein 
said display control means executes control so as to 
change the control panel, according to an operation on 
the control pane] 



31. An app 
said transmission me 




coordinq to claim 25, wherein 

/ 

[fs a digital interface. 



32. An apparatus/ according to claim 31, wherein 
said digital interface is based on the 1EEE1394 
standard . 

33 . A control method for controlling a data 
communication apparatus comprising : 

a) a transmission step of transmitting 
information relating to an operation device for 
operating a control panel providing a predetermined 
operation environment to an external device holding the 
control panel ; and 
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b) a display control step of displacing the 
control panel transmitted from said external device on 
a display device. 
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34. A method according to claim 33, wherein the 

k 

control panel is provided with at least an image 

information corresponding to a predetermined operation. 

/ 

/ 

35. A method according to Claim 33, wherein said 

if 

information relating to saa^d o^ration device indicates 
at least one of a position,! siafe and shape of an 
operation key provided y^n sai^I operation device. 



infr to claim 33, wherein said 
emote control of the control 



36. A method 
operation device execu 
panel . 




20 



37. A method according to claim 33, wherein said 
transmission step trarysmits an operation on the control 
panel to said external device, 
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38. A method yaccording to claim 37, wherein said 
display control step executes control so as to change 
the control panel/ according to an operation on the 
control panel . 



39. A metmod according to claim 33, wherein said 
transmission step is based on the 1EEE1394 standard. 




